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explore how participants can get involved in 
civil society monitoring in their countries and 
how they can use the subsequent data for 
campaigns on accountability of decision-
makers.  
 
The session also explored the challenges 
faced by civil society groups in west Africa in 
monitoring these commitments and 
participants discussed a common agenda for 
campaigning on universal access by looking 
at some of the common challenges to 
achieving universal access nationally and in 
the sub-region.  During the group 
discussions, general agreements were 
reached.  
 
There was consensus that there was some 
involvement of CSOs in the monitoring 
process as international civil society groups 
such as the International Council of AIDS 
Service Organisations (ICASO) provide 
funding that allows for the tracking of funds 
allocated to HIV and AIDS commitments and 
national civil society groups monitor the 
impact of the activities for which these 
funds are allocated. The specific example 
mentioned of budget tracking was the work 
done by Journalists Against AIDS in Nigeria 
(JAAIDS). 
 
It was added, that through collaboration 
with the ITPC, JAAIDS also prepared the 
Missing the Target reports, which monitored 
treatment access. 
  
Regarding the presentation on AIDS 
commitments participants agreed that civil 
society groups in the region could do more, 
both nationally and in the sub-region, to 
monitor the progress of the AIDS 
commitments in order to implement better 
informed campaigns on political 
accountability.  
 
Challenges to monitoring the AIDS response 
at the national and sub-regional level 
included: 
 
 Limited funding for human resources 

and capacity to do the work;  
 Limited technical capacity in CSOs to 

effectively do monitoring, data 

collection and subsequent messaging 
based on the data; 

 Government bureaucracy and obstacles 
to obtaining the relevant data; 

 Inadequate documentation of best 
practices of CSO involvement in 
monitoring of AIDS commitments and 
the subsequent use of this information 
for campaigns on accountability;  

 Lack of commitment from CSOs to do 
monitoring of AIDS commitments and 
related-advocacy; and  

 The tokenistic involvement of CSOs in 
the process - often CSO groups are 
used only to rubber-stamp the 
government report and are not 
meaningfully involved in drafting or 
validating the content.  

 

 
     
 
It was agreed that these above-mentioned 
challenges could also be highlighted as 
some of the challenges to monitoring 
universal access commitments.  
 
In addition, participants noted stigma and 
discrimination and the inadequate 
integration of AIDS-services as presenting 

 Participants during a group discussion 
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challenges to the achievement of universal 
access in the countries in the sub-region. 
Suggestions of measures to increase their 
involvement in monitoring AIDS 
commitments included: 
 Committing more human resources to 

advocacy on the subject; 
 Being better informed of the 

commitments through user-friendly 
materials developed in collaboration 
with partners such as WAC; 

 Holding workshops to disseminate the 
information and share skills on 
campaigning for political accountability;  

 Engaging the media in collecting and/or 
disseminating information on the 
commitments; 

 Generating interest of other CSOs and 
the general public in monitoring the 
progress of the commitments; and  

 Resource mobilisation for advocacy 
campaigns focused on accountability of 
decision-makers. This is based on the 
challenged mentioned during the 
meeting pertaining to  lack of resources 
and skills to transform the data 
gathered during monitoring processes 
into campaigns and messages.. 

 
In terms of involvement with the UNGASS 
monitoring process for 2008 participants 
concluded that civil society needs to obtain 
information on the time lines for the build 
up to UNGASS and where appropriate and 
possible get involved with writing shadow 
reports. In this regards, it was agreed there 
should be cohesiveness on the part of CSOs 
to have a unified front and voice on such 
pertinent issues. 
 
Lessons learnt – AIDS Campaigning 
and Mobilisation 
 
o Campaigning for Treatment Access 
James Clovis Kayo of the ITPC west and 
central Africa region, discussed campaigning 
for free treatment access in Cameroon.  
 
He noted that when antiretroviral therapy 
(ART) was initiated in the country, 
treatment cost was beyond the reach of 
those who needed it most. This stimulated 
PLWHA groups to advocate for free 

treatment access by PLWHA forming 
alliances with journalists, other treatment 
advocates such as faith-based groups, 
development partners and parliamentarians. 
He mentioned that their strategy included 
demonstrations and petitions as advocacy 
tools to put pressure on policymakers to 
make treatment available to all those who 
need them.  
 
He explained that the advocacy process took 
five years to reap rewards and that as of 1 
May 2007, ART, including the laboratory 
assessments, have been free in Cameroon. 
 
The presentation was supplemented by Ako 
Cyriaque Yapo, Executive Director of the 
Ivorian Network of PLHIV (RIP+) and a 
member of the Pan-African Treatment 
Movement (PATAM), who described 
campaigning for treatment access in the 
Ivory Coast.  
 
He explained that the watch-dog role of the 
network, which enables the monitoring of 
the AIDS activities of governments and 
development partners, is integral to its 
independence. He elaborated that their 
independence is vital as they continue to 
engage with decision-makers to ensure 
access to treatment, as well as the  greater 
involvement of PLWHA, to help address 
stigma and discrimination and the abuse of 
human rights of PLWHA.  
 
He added that apart from treatment access, 
there was an increased need in the sub-
region to push for a scale-up of prevention 
efforts, including positive prevention for 
PLWHA, in order to ensure that treatment 
access is sustainable.  
 
He explained that some of the obstacles to 
their campaigning for access to treatment in 
Ivory Coast have been false claims of cure, 
limited human and financial resources, weak 
capacity of CSOs in advocacy, 
communication challenges in acquiring and 
sharing information, stigma and 
discrimination and inadequate coordination. 
He elaborated that development partners 
did not want to support institutional capacity 
building and queried how CSOs can 
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contribute to achieving universal access 
when their structures were weak. 
 
He added that there was an urgent need to 
break these barriers that are impeding the 
quest to achieving universal access. There is 
a need for quality care for PLWHA, free HIV 
and AIDS related services including ART and 
CSOs also need resources and capacity 
building to be able to hold leaders 
accountable for the commitments they have 
made, he concluded. 
 

Participants discussing the presentations 
 
During the subsequent discussions 
participants focused on the issue of 
‘activism’ and agreed that ITPC and its 
partners were injecting a sense of activism 
into the work of CSO groups in the region. 
The participants mentioned that the spirit of 
activism was very low in the west and 
central Africa sub-region and that attempts 
to build militant advocacy had been very 
difficult because of the challenging political 
environments in many of the countries 
which are currently in conflict or are post 
conflict zones. 
 
Yapo added that in many countries in the 
sub-region, lives of activists were 
threatened if they became too vocal or 
critical.  
 
It was agreed that strong collaboration and 
support are needed amongst CSOs for 
activism to work. In addition, participants 
mentioned that understanding the social and 
political environment was crucial as it could 
support CSOs in devising strategies that 
allowed them to be one-step ahead of 

decision-makers who may want to threaten 
their independence or even safety. 
 
Campaigning for Human Rights 
Jean Louis Rodriguez, a Senegalese 
representative of the Pan-African 
International Gays and Lesbians Association 
(ILGA), gave a presentation on the universal 
access process in Senegal as it relates to the 
involvement and recognition of marginalised 
groups such as men who have sex with men 
(MSM). 
 
He explained that in Senegal, there was 
overwhelming evidence of the contribution 
of MSM to the national HIV prevalence rate 
and as such, through positive advocacy, the 
issues of these marginalised groups was 
mainstreamed into national policies and 
included in the development of a roadmap 
for achieving universal access. However, he 
stated, the rights of MSMs were still not 
legally protected, which left them open to 
frequent harassment by police forces, media 
and even the general public. 
 
Rodriguez shared the example of his house 
being vandalised some time ago because of 
his quest to protect the rights of other 
PLWHA. He explained that he was no longer 
afraid because he believed that activists in 
the sub-region need to move away from 
their old culture and take activism to the 
next level as others are doing in South 
Africa, for example.   
 
He explained that their main strategies are 
aimed at the prevention of HIV amongst 
MSMs through behaviour change and 
communication and added that they are also 
involved in capacity building of MSM groups, 
creating a platform for political dialogue with 
policymakers and the documentation of best 
practices for sharing with other regional and 
international networks. Rodriguez concluded 
that their work in these areas has facilitated 
a deeper understanding of MSMs in Senegal 
and has culminated in their active 
engagement at the highest level of 
policymaking. 
 
There were extensive discussions around 
the issue of marginalised groups and 
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participants agreed that most countries are 
quiet on this issue.  
 

 
Participants discussing the presentations 
 
Dr. Pat Matemilola from Network of PLWHA 
in Nigeria (NEPWAN)  explained that there is 
so much stigma and denial against these 
groups in Nigeria He elaborated that the 
initial advocacy by advocates and 
campaigners from the marginalised groups 
virtually waned after the death of a key 
member of this constituency. Matemilola 
added that, other CSO partners, including 
the CSO umbrella body and the network of 
PLWHA, are collaborating with MSM group, 
Alliance Rights in Nigeria, to campaign for 
MSMs and other marginalised groups, to get 
them involved and have the opportunity to 
present their issues and concerns in the 
national agenda. 
 
On the other hand, shared Sam Anyimadu-
Ammaning from GHANET, the Criminal Code 
in their country virtually forbids CSOs from 
working with marginalised groups such as 
commercial sex workers and MSMs. He 
expressed concern that until CSOs are able 
to clear this hurdle of legal barriers to 
involving and reaching out to marginalised 
groups, it will be almost impossible for them 
to visibly engage and address the needs of 
these groups as CSOs are currently doing so 
at the risk of being legally reprimanded. 
 
In reaction to these sentiments, Jean Louis 
Rodriguez stated that advocacy is a process 
and that CSOs should turn on the heat 
sooner rather than later and not wait for the 
law, as waiting for a legal framework would 
mean that universal access would not be 

achieved in most of  in the countries of the 
sub-region for a long time. 
 
Constituency Campaigning - PLWHA 
Dr. Matemilola, NEPWAN shared the 
Nigerian experience of campaigning for anti-
stigma legislation.  
 
He highlighted the role of this legislation, in 
addressing the challenges posed by stigma, 
to the achievement of universal access and 
noted that NEPWAN and its partners have 
undertaken several activities in this regard, 
including national sensitisation, rallies and 
community dialogues. 
 
He noted that initial efforts to have the 
legislation passed had failed and that CSOs 
had therefore marched to Parliament on 
World AIDS Day in 2006, gaining entry into 
the National Assembly. As a result of this 
action, the President engaged the 
legislature. However there was a 
subsequent change of Government and the 
bill has been sent back to the National 
assembly. 
 
He concluded that the anti-stigma bill is 
necessary for achieving universal access 
because it will address a big challenge to 
individuals being able to access various HIV 
and AIDS services.  
 
He described PLWHA as having a key role in 
tackling stigma. This, he added, involved 
speaking out and breaking the silence on 
HIV. He added that continuous 
enlightenment of communities was required 
to enable them to push for political will from 
decision-makers to address stigma and 
other challenges of HIV and AIDS. He 
highlighted that PLWHA and communities 
also had a role to push for legislation that 
protects the rights of PLWHA and protects 
them from AIDS-related discrimination.   
 
In conclusion, he urged the participants to 
address stigma as a major challenge to the 
achievement of universal access in the sub-
region as it hinders access to AIDS-related 
services and can lead to the violation of the 
human rights of PLWHA. He added that, if 
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stigma is not minimised, universal access is 
under serious threat in the sub-region.  
 
World AIDS Day 2007/2008 
Following the presentations on campaigning 
lessons learnt, participants explored 
opportunities, including World AIDS Day, for 
joint campaigning on political accountability. 
 
Felicita Hikuam informed participants that 
the theme for World AIDS Day 2007/8 was 
‘Leadership’.  She explained that the Global 
Steering Committee of the WAC had chosen 
the theme because there is a lack of 
leadership at every level and as such AIDS 
promises are not being kept.   
 
Jumai Danuk, representing Civil Society for 
HIV/AIDS in Nigeria (CiSHAN), then 
discussed Nigeria’s plans for World AIDS 
Day 2007.   
 
She explained that the World AIDS Day 
activities of CSOs in Nigeria were well 
coordinated and various constituencies, 
including youth, PLWHA, women, research 
groups, marginalised groups and media  
were part of the planning and execution of 
these plans.  
 
She described the history of World AIDS Day 
activities in Nigeria as stemming from the 
2002 events coordinated by UNAIDS under 
the theme “Live and Let Live”, which 
focused on stigma reduction. She elaborated 
that there were no build up activities to the 
2002 World AIDS Day, which was really just 
an opportunity to showcase government 
support. The CSO activities included 
scattered rallies by various groups as 
activities were uncoordinated and each 
constituency carried out separate activities.  
 
She noted that since the joined rally to 
Parliament in 2006, CSOs plan coordinated 
World AIDS Day activities, apart from those 
planned by the National Agency for the 
Control of AIDS at state and local 
government levels. 
 
In 2007, she stated, there will be a 7-day 
build up of activities to 1st December. These 
activities will include the launch of the 

“People’s AIDS Agenda”, an advocacy tool 
developed by CSOs in Nigeria to push their 
universal access demands with government. 
She added that the CSOs wanted to take 
ownership of their political agenda on World 
AIDS Day by focusing on communicating 
their own issues (as reflected in the People’s 
AIDS Agenda) versus reflecting the wishes 
of government politicians.  
 
Danuk elaborated on the collaboration with 
WAC to strengthen this cross-constituency 
campaigning. She explained that, together 
with WAC, CiSHAN had convened a 
campaigners meeting to plan campaigning 
actions for World AIDS Day and other 
mobilisation moments to present the 
advocacy issues raised in the People’s AIDS 
Agenda. She added that the subsequent 
adaptation of the World AIDS Day poster 
was a direct result of this collaboration with 
WAC.    
 
Additionally, she explained that CSOs in 
Nigeria will undertake high-level advocacy 
campaigns targeting the legislature on two 
key issues: the passage of the Stigma and 
Discrimination Bill, and greater involvement 
of government officials in anti-AIDS efforts.  
 
Danuk added that the CSO groups in Nigeria 
required additional funds to pursue their 
universal access agenda on mobilisation 
opportunities such as World AIDS Day, as 
well as government goodwill and 
commitment and cooperation amongst the 
various CSO groups. She added that buy-in 
from donors and international NGOs was 
also needed to enhance the capacity to 
campaign for universal access.  
 
Following the presentation, participants 
commented that in terms of joint civil 
society campaigning and mobilisation on 
universal access commitments, there is a 
need to develop a mechanism to deal with 
conflict amongst different CSO’s as it is very 
challenging to get different groups to buy-in 
into one common agenda.  
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The Nigerian World AIDS Day poster 
  
They agreed that the governance of the 
process is critical for success due to the 
many actors involved and that roles and 
responsibilities should be clear to avoid 
confusion. Furthermore, care should be 
taken to involve all key players from all 
levels (including groups working at the 
grassroots community level) in order to have 
their demands represented and incorporated 
effectively in the advocacy and campaigning 
efforts. 
 
Joint Civil Society Campaigning: 
Challenges and Opportunities 
Samba Touray, a representative of Youth 
Against AIDS Network in Gambia, presented 
on the challenges and opportunities to joint 
CSO campaigning in the Gambia.  
 
He stated that the key challenges to joint 
campaigning include: 
 Inadequate funding of collective 

advocacy and campaigning efforts;  
 Uncoordinated CSO activities leading to 

conflict amongst the different groups 
and their individual interests; 

 High levels of stigma and discrimination 
reinforced by socio-cultural beliefs and 

limited information dissemination to 
communities;  

 Inadequate media involvement to 
support information dissemination and 
advocacy, and  

 Slow decentralisation of World AIDS 
Day campaigns to all regions. 

 

 
Samba Touray, Youth Against AIDS Network, giving his 
presentation 
 
During the discussions following the 
presentation, the participants mentioned the 
issue of cure claims by the Gambian 
President as an additional challenge to 
achieving universal access in the country. 
The participants from the neighbouring 
countries stated that the claim by the 
Gambian President, in which he said that he 
has found a herbal cure for HIV, has been a 
major challenge to treatment access and 
adherence in the sub-region as many 
PLWHA in Gambia and its neighbouring 
countries are flocking to the President for 
treatment and putting their lives at risk.  
 
The question of the role of CSOs in 
neighbouring countries in a situation like this 
was raised and many participants agreed 
that they should apply pressure to the 
Gambian government to stop the President 
treating people and putting their lives at 
risk.  
 
It was also mentioned that numerous 
human rights violations against PLWHA and 
others, including journalists, were being 
recorded in Gambia and many countries in 
the region and that CSOs had a right to 
speak out jointly when such issues arose in 
any of the neighbouring countries. 
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Opportunities for Campaigning and 
Mobilisation in 2008 
Samba Touray’s presentation was followed 
by a group work session where 
participants explored the available 
opportunities for orchestrated national 
campaigning and mobilisation in 2008 to 
influence decision-makers in the region to 
keep their promises. 
 
The following were highlighted as key dates 
for AIDS related campaigning and 
mobilisation: 
 

 14th Feb: Valentine’s Day 
 19th Feb: African Health Day  
 26th Feb: Youth AIDS Day 
 8th March: International Women’s 

Day  
 24th March: World TB Day 
 7th April: World Health Day 
  25th April: Africa Malaria Day 
 1st May: Labour Day 
 18th May: International AIDS Candle 

Light Memorial  
 May: Global AIDS Week of Action 
 12th Aug: International Youth Day  
 1st Nov: Africa Youth Day 
 25th Nov: 16 Days of activism 

against violence  
 1st Dec: World AIDS Day 

 

 
A participant presenting the outcomes of their group 
work 
 
Religious occasions such as Christmas, 
Easter, etc. were also mentioned as 
opportunities to hold leaders accountable, 
along with national public holidays such as 
Independence Day.  

 
In addition to the calendar days, the 
participants agreed on many key 
mobilisation opportunities/moments in 2008 
during which civil society in neighbouring 
countries in west and central Africa could 
jointly push their governments on 
accountability of universal access 
commitments. These included the 
PATAM/ITPC regional conference scheduled 
for early in 2008, the International 
Conference on AIDS and STIs in Africa 
(ICASA) 2008 and the meetings of Ministers 
and Heads of States of ECOWAS.  
 
They also agreed that actions on these 
dates could include joint statements and 
press releases, distribution of flyers, 
sensitisation rallies and marches. Messaging 
around legal frameworks to protect the 
human rights of PLWHA and marginalised 
groups, the reduction of TB/HIV co-infection 
and access to treatment were highlighted as 
being important. 

 
The groups discussed how civil society 
action is organised on World AIDS Day and 
other mobilisation moments in their 
countries. In general the groups felt that 
participation in activities to mark AIDS- 
mobilisation days was done through the 
National AIDS Commission or other 
government structures by way of 
consultation meetings between civil society 
and government officials. They mentioned 
that civil society coordination of joint 
activities to mark these days was weak due 
to conflict between organisations and 
conflicting organisational agendas.  
 
The challenges to joint mobilisation and 
campaigning included: 

 Weak CSO coordination structures;  
 Limited funding for joint activities; 
 Low political and civil society 

commitment to mark these days;  
 Insufficient media coverage of AIDS 

issues and CSO events on these days; 
and  

 A lack of monitoring of the impact of 
these activities at all levels 
(government and CSO as well as 
national down to community). 
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In terms of the kinds of support civil society 
in neighbouring countries or internationally 
could offer to enhance joint constituency 
campaigning at a national level, responses 
included: 

 Information sharing;  
 Funding; 

 Technical assistance in terms of 
capacity building for campaigning;  

 Media coverage; and 
 Joint advocacy messages and research 

for these messages. 
 
 

 

Conclusion 
 
 
The west and central Africa sub-regional 
campaigner’s meeting ended with the 
participants agreeing on a set of conclusions 
and recommendations for campaigning on 
political accountability in the sub-region.  
 
Participants concluded that although not 
much was being done in this regard, civil 
society has a role to play in monitoring the 
progress of AIDS commitments and holding 
their leaders accountable to their promises.  
 
However, it was noted, that campaigning for 
accountability is challenged in the countries 
of the sub-region because CSOs do not 
know that their governments have signed 
the specific AIDS commitments or what the 
content of those commitments are. A 
suggestion was made that more should be 
done by international partners such as WAC 
and regional partners such as AFRICASO, 
SWAA and even sub-regional partners such 
as WANASO, to disseminate these 
commitments in a user-friendly format to 
CSOs working at the national level.  
 
In addition, participants agreed that regional 
partners, such as the African Civil Society 
Coalition, had a lot to offer national CSO 
partners in terms of advocacy support. They 
stated that operational partnerships, 
outlining how these groups can strengthen 
their collaboration and better support 
advocacy and campaigning efforts of 
national partners, should be forged amongst 
CSO groups pushing for accountability of 
decision-makers on universal access in the 
region. These would include AFRICASO, 
SWAA, NAP+, African Civil Society Coalition, 
ITPC / PATAM and WAC. The challenges 

facing effective collaboration of CSOs should 
also be addressed. 
 
A lack of financial and human resources 
were noted as being serious challenges to 
campaigning for political accountability as it 
hampers the production of high quality 
campaigning materials and the 
implementation of effective campaigning 
activities.   
 
In addition, consensus was reached that the 
lack of necessary skills and know-how to do 
effective advocacy campaigning was also a 
challenge faced by many CSOs in the sub-
region. Despite these challenges, 
participants agreed that CSOs in the region 
should explore how to use campaigning as a 
tool for advocacy and adopt a culture of 
activism to fuel their advocacy. The 
participants also agreed that civil society 
monitoring was crucial as it presented data, 
which could be used to inform accountability 
campaigns. They added that research into 
the implementation of the commitments 
should be enhanced to allow for evidence-
based advocacy and campaigning efforts. 
 
The participants commited to advocate and 
campaign for universal access in their 
countries and to speak out on issues 
affecting CSOs and the AIDS response in 
neighbouring countries.  
 
In addition they agreed that CSOs should 
explore and exploit national, regional and 
international opportunities and moments, 
such as Africa Youth Day, for campaigning 
for universal access. 
 
Participants concluded that it is important to 
safe-guard the independence of CSOs to 
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enhance their role as watch-dogs who can 
effectively monitor the progress on 
government commitments. 
 

 
Some participants of the meeting 
 
In terms of marginalised groups, 
participants thought that CSOs should work 
to address policy environments (legislation 
etc.) which pose a challenge to addressing 
the issues affecting these groups. They 
agreed that these groups are currently left 
outside key discussions on AIDS and many 
were being harassed daily. Stigma and 
discrimination are a serious threat to the 
achievement of universal access in the sub-
region and participants argued that 
governments should be held accountable for 
protecting the rights of PLWHA and 
marginalised groups.  
 
Participants also agreed that funding the 
national universal access plans is crucial if 
universal access is to be achieved, however, 
they reiterated that African governments 
must contribute their share (a minimum of 
15% of the annual budget to health). 
Furthermore, participants reached the 
consensus that HIV prevention (including 
positive prevention) should be prioritised if 
universal access is to be sustained and also, 
that more should be done to make 
treatment available either at low or no cost. 
 
In addition, it was said that more 
meaningful involvement of PLWHA and 
vulnerable communities is needed to 
achieve universal access. 
 
Finally, participants concluded that 
governments should develop protocols to 

investigate herbal claims in AIDS treatment 
and asked that WAC expands it work to 
include francophone Africa. 
 
The Way Forward 
Following the meeting, an e-mail list was 
set-up to facilitate further discussions on 
campaigning and to share information 
relevant to groups and individuals 
campaigning for accountability in west and 
central Africa.  
 
This e-mail list will also support the 
facilitation of orchestrated actions and 
messaging at the national level on the key 
dates mentioned previously to hold leaders 
accountable to their AIDS commitments.  
 
In addition, discussions will be continued 
with regional bodies such as AFRICASO, 
African Civil Society Coalition, SWAA, NAP+ 
and WANASO to explore to strengthen their 
collaboration, focusing on advocacy and 
coordination capacity of civil society groups 
in the sub-region. These partner 
organisations have the technical capacity to 
support the skills-building of civil society 
groups in the areas of coordination and 
utilising advocacy space and will therefore 
add great value to the process. The 
participants of the meeting were 
encouraged to link with the national civil 
society coordinating bodies for increased 
support and uniting for a common cause. 
 
WAC will also explore partnerships with ITPC 
and PATAM and their activist partners in the 
various countries to share best practice 
examples of activism and campaigning at 
the national level. This partnership can also 
benefit other constituencies and CSO groups 
at the national level who are not familiar 
with advocacy campaigning, and would like 
to build their capacity in this regard.  
 
WAC will continue to link various 
constituencies for joint actions and 
messaging, and will push for marginalised 
groups to be included in these efforts. In 
addition, WAC will continue to campaign for 
countries to address the needs of 
marginalised groups in their activities aimed 
at realising universal access.  
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To support civil society groups working in 
politically challenging environments, WAC 
will rise in support of them and mobilise 
other regional and international partners to 
stand in solidarity with these partners.  
 
Further, WAC will seek funding for the 
following key requests from participants of 
this meeting:  
 To develop tools to enhance 

campaigning for political accountability 
and disseminate them amongst civil 
society organisations in the region. 
These tools should include materials 
outlining key AIDS commitments made 
by their leaders and provide advice on 
how to plan joint constituency 
campaigns for accountability on key 
mobilisation dates; 

 To document and share good/best 
practice examples of campaigning for 
political accountability; 

 To convene a follow-up meeting in 
2008 to bring these and other civil 
society representatives together to 
reflect on and share their experiences; 
and  

 To expand its targeted support to 
national partners in sub-Saharan Africa 
to a francophone country in the sub-
region.  

 
In light of the above discussions, and guided 
by the commitment of the civil society 
representatives at the meeting to campaign 
for political accountability in their countries, 
WAC will explore joint fundraising 
opportunities with the relevant sub-regional 
partners to further this work.  
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Annex II: Meeting Programme 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Day I 

 
Time Session Facilitator / Presenter 

08:30 – 09:00 Registration World AIDS Campaign (WAC) 
09:00 – 09:15 Welcome  Felicita Hikuam - WAC  
09:15 – 09:45 Introductions Azubike Nwokoye – Global Youth 

Coalition on AIDS 
09:45 – 10:00 Background and Outline of the Agenda Felicita Hikuam 
10:00 – 10:30 
 

Plenary:  
• ‘Promises, Promises’ – AIDS Commitments 

relevant to campaigners in Western Africa  
• Universal Access: Concept and Aspects 

Felicita Hikuam 

10:30- 11:00 Plenary:  
Keeping it real : Role for African Civil Society 
Groups 

Azubike Nwokoye 

TEA 
11:30 – 13:00 Panel discussion: Civil Society Perspectives 

• Universal Access – Where are we in 
Western Africa? 

• Universal Access Processes – A Case 
Study of Ghana 

• The Role of Civil Society in the AIDS 
Response 

 
Mr. Cheick Oumar Toure (WANASO)  
 
UNAIDS Ghana 
 
Mr. Sam Anyimadu-Amaning 
(GHANET) 

LUNCH 
14:00 – 15:00 Group Work: Civil Society Monitoring  Facilitator 
15:00 – 15:45  Plenary: Report Back Groups 

TEA 
16:00 – 17:00 
 

Plenary:  
 
 Campaigning for Rights of Gays and Lesbians  

 
 

 
 
Jean Louis Rodriguez 
ANCS / Pan-African International Gays 
and Lesbians Association 
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Day II 

 
 

Time 
 

Session 
Facilitator / Presenter  

09:00 – 09:10   Recap of Day I  
09:10 – 10:00 Plenary: Lessons learned – AIDS Campaigning and 

Mobilisation 
 
Campaigning for Treatment Access 
 
 
 
 
Campaigning for the Rights of People Living with 
HIV/AIDS 
 

 
 
 
Mr. James Clovis Kayo (ITPC) / 
Mr. Ako Cyriaque Yapo (Network of 
People living with HIV/AIDS, Ivory 
Coast) 
  
Dr. Pat Matemolo (Network of People 
living with HIV/AIDS in Nigeria) 

10:00 – 10:30 Plenary: ‘Leadership’ 
World AIDS Day 2007 

Felicita Hikuam 

TEA 
11:00 – 12:00 Plenary: World AIDS Day Country Perspectives 

 
World AIDS Day 2007 – Nigeria 

 
 
Jumai Danuk - CiSHAN 
 

12:00 – 13:00 
 

Plenary: Joint civil society campaigning: Challenges 
and Opportunities  

Gambia 
Cote d’Ivoire 

LUNCH 
14:00 – 15:30 Group Work – Campaigning and Mobilisation Facilitators 

TEA 
16:00 – 17:00 Plenary: Report Back Groups 
17:00 – 17:10 Conclusions and Thank You Felicita Hikuam  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“This publication has been produced with the assistance of the 
European Union. The contents of the publication is the sole 
responsibility of the World AIDS Campaign and can in no way 
be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.” 

 




